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SUBJ: BASE NEGOTIATIONS-PRESS TREATMENT 

1. TWO MAJOR MADRID NEWSPAPERS (ABC AND GOVT MOUTH- 
PIECE ARRIBA) TODAY CARRY STORY BY LOCAL PRESS SERVICE 
(EUROPA PRESS) ATTRIBUTING TO "WELL INEORMED SOURCES" 

CHARGE THAT U.S. HAS TAILED TO LIVE TO AGREEMENT REACHED 
AT OUTSET OE BASE NEGOTIATIONS THAT PRESS WOULD NOT BE 
USED AS INSTRUMENT TO APPLY PRESSURE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

THIS BRIEE REPORT STTES EURTHER THAT ALTHOUGH AGREEMENT 
ON PRESS WAS BROUGHT TO FORE AGAIN IN SEVENTH ROUND, "AN 
AMERICAN PERSONALITY" HELD PRESS CONEERENCE DAY EOLLOWING 
THE ROUND IN WHICH HE EXPLAINED SOME DETAILS OE THE 
DISCUSSIONS. SPAIN, EOR ITS PART, HAD AVOIDED GIVING 

ANY INFORMATION TO THE PRESS. 

2. COMMENT: STORY APPARENTLY CAME OUT OE REGULAR WEEKLY PRESS 
BRIEFING BY FONMIN'S PRESS OFEICER. IT REFLECTS CONTINUED 
PRESSURE BY SPANISH PRESS ON EONMIN EOR MORE OPENNESS RE 
NEGOTIATIONS, AND PERHAPS AS WELL DESIRE TO DEELECT TO 

U.S. BLAME FOR LEAKS WHICH HAVE OCCURRED AT THIS END, 

E G., ON AMOUNT OE QUID REQUEST. 
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3. 1 HAVE EXPLAINED TO ROVIRA MY UNHAPPINESS AT THIS, 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

COMING AS IT DOES ONE WEEK AFTER ASSURANCES I GAVE TO 
CORTINA RE OUR MUTUAL DEALINGS WITH THE PRESS. WE HAVE 
ALSO INFORMED FONMIN PRESS OFFICE THAT IN RESPONSE TO 
ANY QUERIES WE INTEND TO TAKE THE LINE THAT A BACKGROUNDER 
WAS HELD FOLLOWING ROUND SEVEN, BUT NO PRESS CONNFERENCE; 

THAT WE ENTIRELY AGREE THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD NOT 
BE CONDUCTED THROUGH THE PRESS; AND THAT WE CONTINUE TO 
HOPE FOR SPANISH ADHERENCE AS WELL TO THIS APPROACH. 

STARTER 
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